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Instrumentation

Flute 1-2

Oboe 1-2

Clarinet in Bb 1-2
Bassoon 1-2

Hornin F 1-4
Trumpet in Bb 1-3
Trombone 1-3
Tuba

Timpani (4 drums)

Percussion (for 3 performers)
Bongos
Claves
Congas (high/low) or Djembe
Crash Cymbal
Crotales (two 8vas)
Bass Drum
Large Suspended Cymbal
Guiro - wood
Glockenspiel
Maracas
Tam Tam
Vibraphone
Roto Toms (5 drums, high to low). Tenor Drums (3 drums, hi/mid/low) or any collection of 3-5 contrasting drums
can also be used instead of Roto-toms.
Woodblocks (4 woodblocks, high to low)

Harp
Piano

Strings
Violin 1-2 (with concertmaster solos)
Viola
Violoncello
String Bass

Program Notes:

jVAMOS! (Spanish for "let's go!") is a 5-minute celebration fusing various Latin American and popular American musical rhythms
with a harmonic language based on the letters in Beethoven's name (for the inquisitive: B— E —Eb - F# - A - G#—-Bb-F - G).
Originally written for the 250th anniversary of Beethoven's birth, ;VAMOS! is an optimistic tribute to the resilience of the human
spirit.

During my teen years, when my friends were listening to alternative rock bands, I found myself entranced with Beethoven. I vividly
remember an evening spent listening to Beethoven’s 5th Symphony with the score when it dawned on me — all the music was
connected by the opening 4 note motif! It was a revelation. From that moment on, I listened to music differently. I'd always related
to the rhythmic angst and melodic passion in Beethoven; now I realized that his emotional journey was also brilliantly structured
and unified by simple musical ideas. I wanted to do the same: to write music that was emotive and coherent on multiple levels —
music that could be enjoyed by people of all ages and walks of life.

Composer Bio:

Known for his energetic rhythms, rich harmonic language, and striking colors, award-winning Colombian-American composer Josh
Rodriguez (b. 1982) continues to gain recognition as an emerging composer and collaborator on a national and international scale.
Born in Argentina and raised in Guatemala, Mexico, and the United States, Rodriguez’s musical imagination has been formed by
this bilingual, multi-cultural heritage. He collaborates regularly with theatre and film directors and has received notable concert
commissions in a wide range of musical genres. Rodriguez serves as Associate Professor of Music Theory and Composition at
Elmhurst Universit =
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