
Leo	Egen

Love	and	Grief

Concerto	for	Oboe:



Leo	Egen	is	an	oboist	and	composer	from	Kalamazoo,	

Michigan,	born	in	����.	As	a	performer,	Leo	enjoys	

playing	as	a	soloist,	chamber	musician,	and	orchestral	

musician,	and	adores	music	of	all	time	periods,	ranging	

from	baroque	to	contemporary.	As	a	composer,	Leo	

strives	to	tell	a	story	to	their	audience,	and	hopes	to	

convey	an	emotional	journey	to	their	listeners.			

		

#$	minutes

About	the	Composer:

Percussion	�:	

Hand	cymbals	

Triangle

Tambourine

Percussion	$:	

Bass	Drum	

Tam	Tam

Percussion	#:	

Xylophone	

Snare	drum	

Wind	Chimes

Chimes

Duration

/	French	Horns	in	F

�	Trumpets	in	B♭

�	Trombones

Bass	Trombone

Tuba

Harp,	Strings

Orchestration

$	Flutes	($	doubles	piccolo)

�	Oboes	(�	doubles	English	Horn)

�	Clarinets	in	B♭

Bass	Clarinet	in	B♭

�	Bassoons

Program	Notes

This	concerto	depicts	a	dialogue	between	love	and	grief.	The	first	theme	introduced	is	the	love	

theme,	derived	from	the	word	“Loving.”	As	the	music	confuses	and	darkens,	we	see	the	introduction	

of	the	grief	theme,	derived	from	the	word	“Grief.”	The	rest	of	the	concerto	is	a	battle	between	the	

two	themes,	spiraling	into	an	unhinged	and	frantic	fast	section,	showcasing	feelings	of	fear	and	

disorientation.	The	oboe	will	guide	us	out	of	this	nightmare	with	a	cadenza,	and	the	orchestra	will	

reconcile	with	itself	as	the	two	themes	wind	around	each	other	into	glorious	harmony.	The	orchestra	

melts	away	with	the	love	theme,	and	we	have	reached	conclusion.

Our	love	for	each	other	and	what	we	do	is	what	binds	us	together,	regardless	of	the	trials	we	may	

face	in	life.	This	piece	honors	that	power	of	love,	as	well	as	the	way	our	experiences	craft	us	as	

individuals	into	ourselves.	
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